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Jackson County Mississippi 1870 Census ; 


Page No.3, 1870 Jackson Co. MS Census, Township 4, Range 6W Pq 434a 
Post Office: Americus, 17th day of June, 1870 - C. T. Christy 


1 2 3 456 7 8 9 10 Other 
13 15 WARD J. P. 34 M W Farmer 500 100 MS 19 
" Mary 35 FW MS 
® Eliza 12 FW MS 
* Susan 10 FW MS 
" Abner 8MW MS 16-17 
Mi Mary 5S FW MS 16-17* 
bas Wm 3 MW MS 16-17* 
iy Julia LFW MS 16-17* 
14 16 JOHNSON Maria 40 F W Kp house 100 500 MS 
* F. M. 19 M W Logging MS 
* W. J. 15 MW MS 
wo J. B. 12 MW MS 16-17 
» S$. B. 1l MW MS 16-17 
ble Mary 8 EW MS 16-17* 
15 17 GRAHAM W. 27 M W Logging 500 1000 MS 19 
bag Anna 21 FW MS 17 
" M. J. 2E5FW MS 16-17* 
bi Cc. G. 4/12 MW MS 13 
16 18 DICKENS E. 25 M W Farmer Georgia 19 
¥ Martha 20 FW Alabama 
17 19 GRAHAM Jno. 58 M W Farmer 500 500 MS 19 
17 20 MARTIN M. E. 59 FW 150 MS 
a7 21 FAGARD wm.é. 30 MW Farms A 4837 100 MS 19 sep F TOWAG, 
" SusanGiham 25 F Wd.3-2 “ae ae Ms Fagard vLutinda, Geo 
" Nancy \rinaw 4 F WM ~-Jamea 5 MS 16-17* 
" Johniysohm 2 MW NM MS 16-17* 
WILLIAMS Will? 20 MW Farm hand MS 16-17 
HUGHES Wm. 76 M W Justice Peace England 11-12-19 
FOSTER Lee 20 M B Laborer MS 16-17 
18 22 PEAVY W. #. 59 MW Farming 30 50 North Carolina 19 
bis M. A. 23 FW MS 16-17-18 
19 23 POWELL James 30 M W Laborer Tennessee 16-17-19 
* Susan 18 FW ; North Carolina 17 
19 24 JONES John 20 M W Farmer 150 MS 19 
x Anna 252F W MS 
ay Mary LEW MS 16-17* 
20 25 PARKER J. J. 58 M W Farmer 1000 500 MS 19 
* Sarah 55 FW MS 
= J. J. Jr. 18 MW MS 17 
bs J. W. 14 MW MS 16-17 
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Bome of the following information waa obtained fron the Worka 
Progress Administration for Mississippi, Jackson Co., a state 


historical research project. 


Born January 16, 1844, my pateral great, great grandmother, 


a8 


Susannah Graham was a heir to the estate of John Graham. Her . 


home known as the "Old Faggard Home” stood on a tract of land 
that was originally a Spanish Grant of 318.37 acres and was 
settled by Jack Graham in 18158. Susannah Graham received 108 of 
the original 8318.37 acres from John Graham, heir to Jack Graham 
as recorded in the quit claim deed dated August 23, 1875, Deed 


Book 1 Jackson County. 


The “Olid Faggard Home" was located about one mile west of the 
old Wade School (now the Community Center) and was standing at 
the time of the writing of the Works Progress Administration in 
1930. It is no longer standing but during its time was known 
far and wide as a refuge for the traveler. It was said Andrew 
Jackson and his soldiers stopped at the home when Jackson rushed 
from Pensacola to New Orleans to fight Packenhem. It was said 
his soldiers camped there and that the General himself slept in 


what was then a new log home. 


The home got it'a name after the marriage of William E. Faggard 
to Susannah Graham, May 7, 1865, (performed by Rev. John Moody 


in Jackson County). 
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Susannah Graham died March 23, 1926, and is buried at Johnson 


46 


Cemetary in Wade. William Edward Faggard was the son of John 4. 
Faggard of South Carolina and Lucinda Faggard of Georgia. 

William Edward Faggard was born March 13, 18357, and died April 
20, a He served in the Confederate States Army and is 
buried in Johnson Cemetary in Wade. Susannah and William 
Faggard had eight children, all born in Wade at the old Faggard 


homesite. All eight were married in Jackson County where many 


of their descendants live today. They are as follows: 


Nancy Verinia Faggard - (my great grandmother) born May 22, 

1866, died June 4, 1950, married Sept 22, 1881, to James 
{859 

Jefferson Davis born December 17, 19059, Coffee County, GA, died 


June 5, 19387. Both buried in Johnson Cemetary in Wade. 


wb 
John Absolam Faggard - born Roeser, SES. died 1923 single. 


William Joseph Faggard - born July 26, 1870, died 1931 New 
Orleans, LA. Married Mary Louise Vaughn born October 15, 1877, 
died Oct 26, 1960. He served in the Mississippi Infantry in 


Spanish American War. 


Martha Louise Faggard - born December 12, 1871, died March 30, 


1944. Married to Pete Furby July 10, 1892. 


Mary Ellen Faggard - born April 28, 1873 died et 


Married Henry C. Watson who donated land for Wade Baptist Church 
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in 1905. 


Louis Calvin Faggard —- born April 4, 1877, died March 14, 1963. 
Married (1) Florence Cunningham, (2) Carl Goff Waltman. 

Ranson Calhoun Faggard - born February 14, 1880, died February 
13, 1951. Married (1) Lizzie Reddiing in 1906, (2) Lillian 
McLelland April 13, 1918. 

James Porter Faggard —- born February 12, 1883, died March 16, 


1927. Married April 19, 1914 to Annie Dickerson. 


fate 
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People Index of Jackson Co, Mississippi, compiled by Else J. Martin 


FAGGARD, Carl Magnolia Goff Waltman 
Buried in Johnson Cemetery, Wade 
Info from Arnie Waltnan & Alberta W. Broome 
Born 17 Jun 1886, died31 Jul 1950 
Father: Wes Goff 
Mother: Margaret Parker 
Married: 
(1) Rufus Elmo Waltman 1902 
Born 1877, died 1919 in logging accident. 
Father: Wim. "Billy" A. Waltman 
Mother: Nancy N. Goff 
Children: 
1. Myrtle Rosalee Waltman b. 1903 
m. Sam Hearndon 
2. Laura Adell Waltman b. 1906 
m. Press Kennedy 
3. Arnie William Waltman b. 1909 
m. Ruby Cochran Waltman 
Widow of his brother Lester. 
4. Lester Wesley Waltman b. 1911 
m. (1) ... Stone, (2) Ruby Cochran 
5. Dora Alma Waltman b. 1913 
m. (1) Geo Scarbrough 
m. (2) Andrew Moesch 
6. Nancy Alberta Waltman b. 1916 
m. Burton Broome 
Married: yur 
(2) Lewis &y "Bub" Faggard, Sr. 
Born 04 Apr 1877, died 14 Mar 1963 
Father: William E. Faggard 
Mother: Susannah Graham 
Children: 
7. Lewis C. "L. C." Faggard, Jr. b. 1922 
m. Ruthie "Doll" M. Cumbest 
8. John Austin Faggard 1927-1970 
9. Ralph Faggard 1930-1942 


5 of 24 


Pascagoula Public Library\ 


Local History & Genealogy Department 


Furby Family History 


buO-!. Vat sv 


USPOSTORFKE Sm 
WADE MISS, -Y 


Leslie Davis in front of the Old Wade Post Office. 
Courtesy of: Teresa Brown 


HELENA COMMUNITY 


C104 


Helena was platted on 17 October 1911. 
The hamlet was officially born on 31 October 
1911 as the plat was recorded in the Jackson 
County record books. The land had been pur- 
chased by the Riviera Realty Company of 
Noble County, Indiana. In 1910 the com- 
pany acquired one half of a section, or 
approximately 320 acres, from the heirs of 
Alexander Raff. As the origin of the name 
“Helena” escapes us, we must assume that 
the name was given by the company who 
founded the town. 

Not just the town, but the rural area sur- 
rounding the actual hamlet is to be 
considered the Helena community. Helena 
was never of considerable size. In 1913 it was 
considered a railroad siding for the shipping 
of pulpwood to the Moss Point paper mill 
and to points in Pascagoula. The town had 
a depot which was located in a camp car 
situated along the tracks on the north side 
of Sarracenia Road where the Presbyterian 
Church now stands. 

The town post office was also a camp car 
which had been placed upon a foundation 
after the removal of its wheels. This post of- 
fice, with Charles Lee as the first 
postmaster, was located on the south side 
of Sarracenia Road next to the tracks. The 
mail for the area would arrive by train from 
Pascagoula. Prior to Mr. Lee’s appointment, 
the town had its mail delivered by Albert E. 
Miller, who was listed in the 1910 census as 
a mail carrier. 

Albert Miller was undoubtedly responsi- 
ble for delivering the mail to the entire 
surrounding community as he was listed 
prior to the origination of the town. He 
would have delivered the mail to the 
residents of Lily Orchard community. This 
area was formed by the Lily Pharmaceutical 


Poss 2 Geer 


ELL. Lemaitre General Store, Escatwapa, MS 1920 


Located on Dutch Bayou Rd. about 100 ft. east of present Old Highway 63. 
Left to Right: Ed Graham, Annie Pendarvis, Ernest Lemaitre, Lloyd Busby, Bye Smith 


Company prior to 1910. In that year, Charles 
W. Buel was listed as the manager of the 
farm. After 1924 this area was sometimes 
called Nutbank, which by this time found 
pecans as its main crop. There was a school 
located here which was used by the children 
who lived east of the Helena railroad tracks. 
This school burned in the year 1913 and as 
a result the Sarracenia or Helena school was 
erected. 

The children on the west side of the Helena 
railroad tracks attended school in the back 
of Vice’s store. Miss Fannie Brooks, from 
Four Mile Creek, being the teacher, not only 
taught the rudiments of education but the 
Ten Commandments and the Lord’s Prayer 
as well. 

The barn of Andrew B. Cox was used for 
religious services. The barn contained sim- 
ple furnishings with pine blocks which 
supported 2 x 12 planks used for seats. 
These services were for all who wished to 
worship and were undenominational. There 
was no full time preacher in attendance. 
Several circuit preachers from various 
denominations would hold occasional 
meetings. The Reverend C.M. Martin, a 
Methodist minister, and The Reverend M.E. 
Hulbert were probably asked to speak on 
various occasions. 

Since Helena and its surrounding rural 
areas had undefinable boundries it is dif- 
ficult, using the 1900 and 1910 census of 
Jackson County, to say exactly who was 
living there. The area tends to overlap the 
surrounding communities. The enumerators 
were not given a specific course on which 
they had to travel to compile their listings. 
Rather, they were given an area to cover and 
told to complete their assignment. 

The following roster will give a fairly ac- 
curate listing of the families living in the 
area when the town of Helena was 
established. 


78 


Courtesy of: Robert Wells 


Jules McKenzie family with Eugene 
Brown living in the household 

William M. Sprinkles family with Brothin 
(?) Alexander in the household 

Edward Krebs family with Nickous 
Elwood in the household 

Widow Almeda Vice’s family 

Leslie Vice family 

Charles Nelson family 

John Miller family 

John B. Williams family with son-in-law, 
Hess C. Patterson 

Winson & Ann Autry with Gordon Lundy 
in the household 

John H. Eckhoff family 


Andrew B. Cox family with Ivan Jenson 
in the household 

T.S. Broadus family 

Simon McDowell family 

Henry Huff family 

Charlotte Young, widow and her son, 
Arthur Young : 

John S. Furby family 

Thomas H. Shout/Shoub family 

Norman Raff/Roff family (He was listed 
as an heir of Alexander Raff) 

Andrew H. Pakins family 

Otto Eckhoff family 

Frank Williams family 

Charles W. Buel family, Claud C. Buel and 
wife 

Curtis A. Graham family 
John Bennett family 

Henry Jones family 

Alonzo Cunningham family with Tom 
Parker in the household 

W.M. Sterans (?) family 

Charles Alexander family 

Frank E. Heard family 

Maurice Knoff family 

G.T. Bauslog (?) household with Alex T. 
Thompson 

M.E. Hulbert family - Minister 
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C.M. Martin family - Methodist Minister 

NOTE: Names are spelled as they were 
found in the census lists. 

Early in 1913 several community meetings 
were held with the foremost business of the 
day being the erecting of a separate building 
to be used for the education of the minors. 
On July 15, 1913 the Sarracenia School 
Trustees purchased one and one-half acres 
from the Riviera Realty Company for the 
total price of $1.00. Even though the town 
of Helena was laid out north of Black Creek 
along the Sarracenia Road to the railroad 
track, the school was to be located south of 
Black Creek. This area was determined to be 
centrally located. 

The building was truly a community pro- 
ject. The first cash donations came from 
Mr. A.B. Cox and Mr. Jules McKenzie. A.B. 
Cox, John L. Williams and Pete Barber 
solicited the area saw mills and lumber com- 
panies: O’Larry Lumber Company, 
Robinson Lumber and Mill Company, 
Bounds Lumber Company and L.N. 
Dantzler Lumber Company. Nails, windows, 
doors and assorted hardware were solicited 
from Blumer Hardware and Machine Shop 
and John Kreb’s store. 

As John L. Williams owned an ox team 
and worked in timber, he was given the job 
of forming the foundation. Six yellow pine 
trees were cut in the swamp and hauled to 
Mr. Williams’ house where he proceeded to 
line out, notch and chop the logs. The sills 
were originally placed on wood blocks. After 
the logs were cut to size they were hauled 
to the site of the proposed school where 
Charles Lee had sketched the foundation. 

Ollie and Charley Vice, along with the 
aforementioned men, used their team to 
transport the lumber from the lumber com- 
panies to the site. The modes of conveyance 
were eight-wheeled wagons and high- 
wheeled ‘“‘carry-logs’’ pulled by yokes of 
oxen. : 
Charles Lee, supervisor of the project, and 
Mr. Jules McKenzie were responsible for the 
carpenter work. All of the people of the com- 
munity worked on the building, each doing 
the job that they were most adapted for. 
Walter Williams, Homer Jones, Jules 
McKenzie and Harry Young constructed 
wooden handriven and drawn shingles. 

Men were not the only workers on the site. 
The women were not to be out done by the 
men. The ladies were eager to do whatever 
needed to be done, whether it was sawing, 
carrying boards, or bringing water or lunch. 
Mrs. Philip F. Williams has been given the 
credit for sawing every board that went in- 
to the belfry and carrying the shingles up to 
the belfry. This construction was not an easy 
task when one considers that they did not 
even have the modern power tools of today. 

The belfry for the school was constructed 
by Charlee Lee after the bell had arrived so 
that the correct size was insured. The belfry 
was framed and had slats on its sides so that 
the bell was protected from the weather, but 
the sound was not muffled. 

The money for the bell was raised by the 
youth of the neighborhood. The area ball 
team put on a minstral and made home-made 
ice cream. Enough was gathered from the 
festivities to order a bell from Sears & 
Roebuck. This bell arrived in Helena on the 
train. The bell was brought from the depot 
and raised upon the building by a rope and 


tackle block. On the first Monday of October 
at 8:30 a.m. the bell rang to announce the 
first day of school. 

Miss Ethel Reeves was the first school 
veacher in the school year 1913-1914. She 
boarded with the Charles Lee family. For the 
opening day a short speech was made by 
John L. Williams and Andrew B. Cox. When 
they concluded, Mr. Rudolph Hans was ask- 
ed to say a few words. Mr. Hans was of 
German extraction and a new resident of the 
area. His words have long been remembered: 
“All I say if they do good we'll give them 
ice cream.” 

Ethel Reeves, Miss Verna Oda/Odom, 
Mrs. Jewel Glass, Mrs. Carter, Vivian 
Shirley and Helena McKenzie were some of 
the earliest school teachers of the new 
school. 

The first year and a half the children sat 
on 1 x 12 boards that had been placed upon 
blocks, These benches were located aiong the 
walls. Only one child had her own desk, 
Marie Friend. This desk was purchased by 
her father. Halfway into the second year’s 
school term, Guy Beam, the first superinten- 
dent of education, acquired desks for the 
children. 

The school had a black board across the 
back of the room and one black board on 
each side of the room. The grades taught 
were one through eight. For further learn- 
ing, the students went to Moss Point High 
School. Virginia Cox, Cammie Williams, 
Aleese and Nells Canstrum were some of the 
students that first attended school in Helena 
and later in Moss Point High. 

A hand pump was located in the front of 
the building. This pump was located over a 
wooden box which had holes in the bottom 
for drainage. 

The school days were in session from 
October through April. Classes began at 8:30 
a.m. until 12:00, an hour for lunch and 
recess, beginning again at 1:00 p.m. until 
3:00. There were two periods of recess held 
at 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m., each fifteen 
minutes long. 

The school was heated in the winter by a 
round heater in the center of the building. 
The wood was furnished by the trustees. 

Subjects taught were: reading, writing, 
arithmetic, spelling and some history. 
History and science were taught to the 
nineth grade students. 

When the Department of Health was 
organized in Jackson County, Guy Beam 
came around to each school to talk with the 
students. Some remembered advice: ‘‘Use a 
fig limb and brush your teeth, but don’t put 
snuff on it.” 

The children were kept in line by switches 
that were cut from the surrounding area. 
Mrs. Jewel Glass settled the problem of note 
passing in her classes. One day she whipped 
three boys and then three more the next day. 
One young man, to protect his legs from the 
switch, put on his long stockings before his 
meeting with the ‘‘board of correction.” It 
was reported that he went home with holes 
in his stockings from the switch. However 
severe the methods may seem today, the 
note passing in class ceased. 

The entire school property was enclosed 
by a fence. The first year Charles Friend 
brought in his team, worked the ground and 
planted a crop of peas. The entire communi- 
ty was invited to pick all of the peas that 


they wanted. A hole would often get in the 
fence and the neighborhood pet, Sam the pig, 
would wander into the school yard. As to- 
day, children would be distracted from their 
studies and permission would be given to 
run Sam out of the school yard and fix the 
hole in the fence. 

About 1915-1916, Mrs. W.M. Bordner, 
Mrs. Charles Lee and Pete Barber, along 
with others, decided that a regular Sunday 
School was needed in the community. From 
this time on the building was also used to 
hold the religious services of the area. Again, 
it was undenominational. There were 
Methodists, Presbyterians, Baptists and 
Catholics (Jules McKenzie’s family) who 
worshiped. 

A Reverend Collins had conducted ser- 
vices in Mr. Cox’s barn. When the services 
moved into the new building, Reverend 
Collins continued to hold occassional 
meetings. But, for many years there was not 
a full time minister in the community. 

The following is an attempt to reconstruct 
the order in which the ministers held church 
services in the community building. 

Rev. Collins, Presbyterian (?) 

Rev. Benjamin Ellis, Baptist; Walked 
from Pascagoula. 

Rev. Warr, Latter-Day Saints 

Rev. James Sells, Methodist; From 
Pascagoula. 

Rev. A.C. Ingram, Presbyterian; Arrived 
in a Model ‘‘T”’ Ford - held services begin- 
ing at 3:00 p.m. Preached several years. 

Rev. A.A. Meeks, Presbyterian 

Rev. West, Presbyterian; About 1947, the 
Presbyterian body was organized under his 
ministry - church was built by Henry Hans. 

Rev. James Williamson, Methodist; From 
Escatawpa. 

Rev. Roy Wolf, Methodist; Was an 
associated pastor of Escatawpa Methodist 
Church. 

Rev. Camel, Baptist 

Rev. Broom, Baptist 

Rev. W.W. Beville, Methodist 

Rev. Bryan Broadus, Methodist 

Rev. Miller, Baptist 

Rev. J.J. Jackson, Methodist. 

Rev. Harrell, Baptist 

Rev. Pete Steelman, Baptist 

Rev. Holifield, Baptist 

Rev. James Ramey, Methodist; 1952 - 
From Big Point-Wilson Springs. 

Rev. Tom Bartle, Methodist; July, 1953 

Rev. E. Binford Smith, Methodist; 
1954-1956 

An interesting story was related about 
A.C. Ingram. One Sunday while Rev. 
Ingram was preaching he saw his small 
daughter climb upon the open window ledge. 
He immediately stopped preaching and ran 
outside and caught the child before she fell. 

The rostrum in the end of the building was 
six inches high. This area was used by the 
teachers during school sessions and by 
ministers during church services. In the ear- 
ly days of the church services there was an 
organ which operated by bellows. This organ 
was sold and a piano was purchased. Mrs. 
Lucille Cox played the old organ along with 
Grace Smith Williams. Mrs. Williams also 
led a children’s choir. 

As the building was for the community 
use it was utilized for many festivities: Rally 
days, Christmas plays, Children’s plays, 
Thanksgiving plays, etc. Even though the 
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population was slight, the area had much to 
celebrate. Helena’s baseball team had a 
twenty-one game winning streak one 
summer. As in any area, without modern 
entertainment distractions, any excuse to 
congregate was welcomed. The little com- 
munity building was justly named. 

As was noted previously in the listing of 
the ministers who preached in the communi- 
ty building, the Presbyterians withdrew 
from the services and erected their own 
separate building. They served ice cream and 
cake for several Sundays in an attempt to 
draw the community into its’ congregation. 

By this time the idea of separate 
denominational worship had been firmly im- 
planted. The Methodists organized as a 
separate body, but continued to worship in 
the community building until their new 
church was built. The Methodists held their 
opening service in their new sanctuary on 29 
December 1957. 

From the community services those of the 
Baptist faith attempted to organize their 
own denominational worship. However, ap- 
parently there were insufficient members of 
that faith. The Baptist church that is now 
in Helena, although no doubt has many 
members of the old families, did not spring 
from an organization within the people who 
attended the services in the old building. 

As the community was yet small many 
traveled to surrounding areas to trade. 
Traveling was not as easy as it is today. 
Many traveled in a horse and wagon, or a 
wagon pulled by a yoke of oxen. Using an 
ox wagon it would take an entire day to go 
from Helena to Pascagoula and back home 
again. 

For many years the only way to cross the 
Pascagoula River was by a hand pulled ferry 
which operated between Escatawpa and 
Moss Point. This very slow way to travel 
was replaced by a barge across the river 
about the year 1929. There was also a ferry 
in use from Pascagoula to Biloxi. 

Several saw mills were in operation in the 
area: E.K. Gant, McIntosh, H. 
Bloomer/Blumer, Griffith and Dantzler. 
Logs from Livingston and Lucedale were 
hauled by the railroad into Moss Point and 
Pascagoula. Happy Hancock was the first 
engineer to operate the log train. 

There was a wooden shingle mill in the 
Helena area. J.W. Young & Son General 
Store was located on the east side of the 
railroad on Saracena Road. This store was 
an abandoned camp car which had been con- 
verted and had a constructed false front. Ben 
Vice operated a store and was the village 
blacksmith. 

The early businesses have gone and many 
of the early buildings are no longer standing. 
The community building yet remains, but it 
is hardly recognized under its’ modern face 
lift. Today, the building is used daily as a 
nursery school. As for use by the entire com- 
munity the builidng is only used as the 
precinct place of voting. 

In 1958 the building was used only by the 
Methodists as a place of worship. As they 
had erected the new Methodist church the 
trustees of the church attempted to sell, for 
a cost of $1.00, the one and one-half acres 
and the building to the Board of Supervisors 
of Jackson County. However, this deed had 
to be cancelled and another one written. 
‘Whereas the Old Saracena School proper- 
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ty in Helena was erroneously conveyed to 
the Trustees of Lee Memorial Chapel 
Methodist church and their successors in of- 
fice, and should be reconveyed to the Board 
of Supervisors of Jackson County, MS to 
clear the error caused by said conveyance; 
and Whereas, said property should be used 
by all the community of Helena, and 
Whereas, it is deemed the best interest of 
Helena Methodist that said land be con- 
veyed back to the Board of Supervisors of 
Jackson County, Mississippi. 20 March 
1958, W.C. Hyatt, secretary of Helena 
Methodist Church.” The deed was filed 2 
April 1958 and recorded 5 May 1958. 

The property did not belong to the 
members of the Methodist church but to the 
members of the whole community. 
Therefore, the land was deeded over to the 
Board of Supervisors to be under their 
maintenance, but not to be used as their 
private property. The building was to con- 
tinue to be used by the entire community. 
When one considers the changed lifestyle of 
today, the building is best used as a voting 
place by the area voters. 

When the Board of Supervisors took over 
the maintenance of the building and the 
grounds they made some long needed repairs 
to the building. In the process of the rework- 
ing of the roof the belfry was removed. The 
original bell is reported to be stored in the 
attic of the old building. There has been talk 
within the community of remounting the bell 
as a monument to the past. 

The community of Helena has grown and 
changed with the times. The modern has 
replaced the past. Though no longer isolated 
from the surrounding metropolis, the area 
is yet a quiet and peaceful place to live. 


by Denise Moore 


BIG POINT UNITED 


METHODIST CHURCH 
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The Church was organized in 1876 in a log 
school with Church and Sunday School be- 
ing held there for four years. This school 
building was a log structure located near the 
Dallas Cunningham place. Brother Charles 
Calhoun was the first pastor who served the 
church twice for two years each 
appointment. 

In 1880 a log church was built midway bet- 
ween Hurley and Big Point approximately 
150 yards due south of Brazel Branch and 
50 yards east of the present highway. The 
church was in this location for twenty-six 
years until the famous storm of 1906 com- 
pletely destroyed it. This was the original 
Big Point Church and was on the Americus 
Charge. 

In early spring of 1907 the church was 
relocated at its present location with a log 
frame building being built with two doors 
opening in the east end. This building was 
24 feet wide and 36 feet long. It was built 
by S.J. Yawn, better known as Seib Yawn. 
The pulpit and benches were built by Mr. 
Wirth Goff. The first minister serving in this 
new building was Brother Dennis E. Vickers. 
His salary was $50.00 per year with part of 
that being taken in from farm produce. This 
building remained this way until spring of 


1928 at which time it was remodeled. The 
Reverend G.A. Broadus was pastor during 
this time and the church was on the 
Escatawpa Charge. 

The tornado of March 9, 1944 made a new 
structure necessary. Donations were made 
for $1000.00 which was necessary to build 
anew church building. The Reverend W.W. 
Watkins was pastor and the men of the 
church provided the labor. A very successful 
solicitation for money to buy pews was made 
among the membership, who also made 
other furnishings possible. 

In 1953 Big Point and Wilson Springs 
were put on the same Charge. The Parsonage 
was built with the members of Wilson 
Springs helping. The Reverend J.D. (Pete) 
Ramey was pastor at this time. In 1955 
Helena Methodist Church was added to Big 
Point-Wilson Springs Charge. At this time 
the Reverend Benford Smith was pastor. 
During his tenure Big Point was named 
“Rural Church of the Year” by the Town and 
Country Commission of the Mississippi 
Methodist Conference. 

The construction of the first addition to 
our church building was begun in 1958 while 
the Reverend C.L. Smith was pastor. This 
structure wasn’t completed until later. 

In 1961 Big Point became a station church 
and four more Sunday School rooms were 
added. This was done with the help of the 
Reverend Jack Troutman and faithful 
members of the church. In 1963 our current 
parsonage was built under the leadership of 
the Reverend Troutman. One year later the 
Reverend W.T. Miller was appointed to our 
church for a three year ministry that 
centered on Evangelism, preaching many 
revivals in the area. 

On December 7, 1969 our church con- 
ference was held and a resolution was passed 
to build a new church sanctuary. Removal 
of the old church began on February 27, 1970 


and forms were laid for the new sanctuary - 


area on March 12th. This project was 
another example of faithfullness and dedica- 
tion of the church membership, who 
provided the labor. This lovely Sanctuary 
opened for the Glory of God under the 
leadership of the Reverend James Howell. 
The consecration service was held June 21, 
1970. 

Big Point was again cited as ‘‘Church of 
the Year’ by the Town and Country 
Commission of the Mississippi Methodist 
Conference, during the Reverend Howell’s 
pastorate. It was also under his leadership 
that Roberts Chapel and Big Point establish- 
ed a joint pastorate. 

Much care has been taken of the total 
church structure during the pastorates of 
the Reverends Ben Doggett, Lonnie 
Walding and W.H. Sanford. During the 
Reverend Sanford’s pastorate a One 
Hundredth Anniversary Homecoming was 
held on August 29, 1976 and the Reverend 
James Williamson who pastored our church 
from 1945-1951 brought the message of the 
morning worship service. 

The Reverend William F. Wells came to 
Big Point as pastor in 1979. On September 
12, 1979 Hurricane Frederick struck the 
Gulf Coast. Big Point Church was unaf- 
fected physically by the impact of the 
hurricane, but members grew closer not on- 
ly to God but also to each other as they 
sought to repair the damaged community. 
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internal injury. They were forced to move to 
Ohio to seek medical help. 

They moved back to Big Island 14 years 
later. Their family had increased to include 
Robert E. (Bob), Billy C., Ruth Elsie and 10 
day-old Nettie Alma. The yankee house had 
burned several years before, compelling 
them to build a new home. Later would 
arrive John R., Ida Pearl, and Thomas A. 
Clifton and Mae lived happily on Big Island 
for 31 years, until his death in 1963. All of 
their children lived to adulthood, three of 
whom still live in Jackson County. 

Vera married Felix Coleman of Wolf Ridge 
and bore 13 children. Robert married Grace 
(Tiss) Cumbest of Wade. bd had one child. 
Bill married Barbara e of 
Escatawpa, and they hed three children. 
Elsie married twice, having one child for 
each husband and then married Clarence 
Furby of Lily Orchard, bearing him four 
children. Alma married Kenneth Henry of 
Plattsmounth, NB, and bore three children. 
John married Beuian Reeves of Wade and 
had three children. Pearl married J.B. 
Langston of Columbia, MS. They have three 
children. Thomas married Gloria Hiestand 
of Moss Point and they have two children. 

All of Vera’s children except three live in 
Jackson County. Most of them have homes 
on Big Island. Robert’s only child lived in 
Jackson County until his death in 1986. All 
of Elsie’s children still live in Jackson 
County with their families. 

After Clifton’s death, Mae continued to 
live on Big Island until her death in 1978. 

The Longs have a family reunion 
periodically in Big Point. It is always a large 
and happy occasion. 
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by Vera Coleman 
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LUCE, GREGORY M. 
F326 


Gregory Marston Luce was born Feb. 26, 
1864 in Grand Rapids, MI and died in 
Mobile, AL, April 4, 1935. He was a son of 
Ransom Carmi Luce who was born in 
Middlebury, New York and moved to 
Michigan with his parents. There he was 
head of the Luce Furniture Company and for 
many years owned and operated the largest 
furniture factory in the world. After the 


death of Ransom, Gregory M. Luce 
reorganized the company and became its 
president, the business being carried on until 
about 1920. Gregory’s father also built one 
of the first theaters in Grand Rapids and 
there all the leaders of the stage played in 
the years following the war between the 
states. Gregory as a boy came to know them 
and his acquaintance with many of them was 
continued until his death. He was also a 
member of the Lambs Club, the famous New 
York club composed of the prominent actors 
and dramatists of the country. 

Gregory M. Luce was educated in the 
public schools of his native city and in 1890 
he came to southeastern Mississippi, with 
his wife Sarah Rebecca Howard and son Jex 
Howard Luce. 

He built a store in the Basin community 
and carried a better and more varied supply 
of goods than the backwoods people had ever 
seen and began to make money. He 
established a timber and mercantile business 
in the small community known as Basin in 
the northern part of what was then Jackson 
County and now George County. Jackson 
and Greene counties were then but sparsely 
settled, being practically a virgin forest of 
virgin long leaf pine timber. It was 
undoubtedly the possibility of developing 
the timber industry here that brought Mr. 
Luce to the South. When the trees were cut 
he did not forsake the district but remained 
to till the cleared land and promote the 
agricultural development of this section of 
the state. 

In 1893 an organization was formed to run 
the ‘damned Yankees”’ out of their country. 
They had threatened to burn the store and 
building where the Luces lived upstairs and 
burn the logging camps. With a guard left 
to take care of the wife and son, Mr. Luce 
armed his loyal supporters and employees 
and went to the distant logging camps to 
protect his property. His bold stand 
prevented any real trouble. When the main 
edifice was constructed, a large ice house 
was situated in the rear that would hold two 
or three tons of ice. This was packed in 
sawdust and kept very well. The ice came up 
from Scranton on the river boat, “Sadie L.”, 
which was named after Mr. Leatherbury’s 
daughter. This stern wheeler was owned by 
George Leatherbury and Mr. Luce. The store 
in Basin burned in the early part of 1907. 

Mr. and Mrs. Luce made many friends in 
Scranton and owned a cottage located on 
Krebs Avenue. He conducted much of his 
business from this city, and was a director 
of the Scranton State Bank. 

Mr. Luce was watchful of all opportunities 
for the upbuilding of southeastern Mississip- 
pi and in 1898, though he was never finan- 
cialy interested in the road, he and other in- 
fluential residents of Alabama and 
Mississippi did much to encourage the 
building of the Mobile, Jackson and Kansas 
City Railroad, later Gulf, Mobile and 
Northern Railroad, and the extending of its 
lines northwest from Mobile into George 
County and this section of the state. The 
town of Lucedale was laid out along this 
road and was so named in honor of Gregory 
M. Luce. He largely centered his interests 
in this section and promoted many of its 
most important business activities. He 
organized the K.C. Lumber company and 
established a large lumber manufacturing 
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plant at Lucedale. After the timber was 
exhausted, the company of which he was the 
head developed a large farm, converting the 
land into cultivable fields and in order to 
supply a market for garden products grown 
in this section built and operated a large 
canning plant at Lucedale which was later 
called the Luce Packing Company and 
operated under the name of Luce Products, 
Inc. 

Mr. Luce promoted various other 
manufacturing commercial and industrial 
projects whereby Lucedale, George County 
and southeastern Mississippi greatly 
benefited. In 1910 he and other progressive 
citizens instituted a movement that led to 
the creation of George County. For many 
years he was president of the Bank of 
McLain, located in McLain, MS, and for a 
long period occupied the President of the 
Bank of Wilmer, at Wilmer, AL. At the time 
of his death he was not only the president 
of the Luce Packing company and of the 
Bank of Lucedale, but also executive vice 
president of the Mississippi Export Railway 
Company, a road that he organized in 1918; 
President of the Independent Home Oil 
Company, the Lucedale Commercial 
Company and the Bay City Export 
Company of Mobile, the Pine Crest 
Cemetery Company of Mobile and vice 
president of the Greenwood Cemetery of 
Montgomery, AL. 

Mr. Luce and his family moved to Mobile 
in 1910 where he became a member of the 
Strikers Society of Mobile, attained the 
thirty-second degree in Masonry and was a 
life member of the Mystic Shrine. He 
likewise had membership in the Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks. 

Perhaps his most pronounced trait was his 
loyalty to his employees and his friends. In 
a lengthy memorial adopted by the board of 
the Bank of Lucedale, it was said ‘‘Mr. 
Luce’s life was indeed a rich contribution to 
society; rich in love, rich in service and rich 
in its benedictions to his fellowmen. He was 
by nature a builder and a leader among men. 
He wrought for the advancement and up- 
building of permanent institution in life that 
would live and endure not only as a monu- 
ment to his judgment, vision and pro- 
gressive spirit, but for the lasting benefit of 
the entire community life. While aggressive 
in business affairs, he was possessed of an 
honesty of purpose and uprightness of 
character well known and recognized by all.”” 

Material taken from the personal notes of 
Jex Howard Luce and donated by Mr. 
Gregory Luce’s grandson: Douglas Terrill 
Luce, Sr. 


by Melba Goff Allen 


MALLETT, 
GEORGE ELWIN AND 
VELMA HELEN COOLEY 
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George Elwin was born July 3, 1914, to 
William Lawrence and Katie Cannon 
Mallett. In December 1935 he married 
Velma Helen Cooley who was born Oct. 31, 
1913. Her parents were Jesse Cooley and 
Minnie Mae Ponder. Three children were 
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member of the Masons, the Elks, and the 
American Legion, and his fraternities were 
Sigma Chi and Nu Sigma Nu. For many 
years he was a vestryman and member of St. 
John’s Episcopal Church. Politically he 
supported the Democratic Party. For 
recreation he enjoyed fishing and golf, and 
he was an avid football fan. Dr. Lockard 
always took pleasure in attending medical 
conventions. 

For his faithful and voluntary service 
without compensation Dr. Lockard was 
presented with the Selective Service Medal 
by President Truman. In 1962 he received 
a plaque in appreciation of his thirty years 
of faithful and distinguished service to 
Singing River Hospital. 

James Nicholas Lockard was married in 
Pascagoula, MS, June 4, 1928, to Gladys 
Clinton, the daughter of Frederick Lamark 
and Mabel (Smith) Clinton of that com- 
munity. Her father was in the export lumber 
business. Dr. and Mrs. Lockard became the 
parents of two children: Clinton Edward, an 
attorney in Pascagoula, and Catherine, who 
married Harry Franklin Hoke, Jr., M.D., a 
pathologist in Richmond, VA. 

Dr. Lockard died at Pascagoula, MS, June 
16, 1966. During his final stay in the hospital 
he was attended by ministers and priests 
from all churches, and at his funeral people 
from all walks of life paid their last respects 
to their beloved physician, friend and 
confidant. An oil portrait of Dr. Lockard now 
hangs in the lobby of the Singing River 
Hospital, and in his memory, an altar has 
been erected in the chapel of St. John’s 
Episcopal Church. 


from Encyclopedia of Biography 


LOGAN, 
SAMUEL JAMES 
F324 


Samuel James Logan and his wife, 
Elizabeth, first came to the Mississippi Gulf 
Coast in 1941. “‘S.J.”, as he was known, was 
an entrepreneur owning numerous 
businesses throughout the south and 
midwest. In Harrison County from 1941 to 
1946 Elizabeth and S. J. owned seven 
military supply, jewelry and Hallmark card 
stores. Elizabeth, known as ‘‘Betty’’, was 
active in the businesses and husband and 
wife made an effective team. 

Elizabeth and S. J. were married at St. 
Aloysius Church in Kansas City, MO, on 
Dec. 31, 1922. Thereafter, every New Year’s 
held a special significance as friends and 
family celebrated with them. 

Identical twin daughters were born but 
one twin, Elizabeth Patricia, died in infancy. 
Mary Phyllis survived and is now Mrs. E. 
C. Hussey of Ocean Springs. Jacqueline 
Pear] joined the family four years later, and 
is now Mrs. Max Hand of Simi Valley, CA. 
The girls enjoyed growing up in the business 
world, and assisted in the family businesses. 
Phyllis contributed to the businesses as a 
full partner in her adult life. 

Upon returning to Kansas City in 1946, 
Mr. Logan invested in real estate owning the 
downtown Kansas City Lathrop office 
building which he sold to the Barbara 
Hutton holdings. Then, he started a 
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wholesale dress business at the Kansas City 
Merchandise Mart, which grew into seven 
dress outlets known as the Logan Style 
Shops located in Kansas, Nebraska and 
California. Mr. Logan had no fear of starting 
new businesses as he always felt one could 
hire people with expertise as long as one 
managed properly. This philosophy worked 
well for him all of his life, including the 
Depression years, when he owned fifteen ice 
cream bungalows in St. Louis and Kansas 
City, a start on the fast-food business. Over 
the years, the Logans owned military and 
dry-goods stores in Gatesville, TX, Ft. 
Smith, AR and Leesville, LA. 

Whenever things were running too 
smoothly, S. J. lacked a challenge and 
informed wife and daughters that he had 
sold the businesses and now had this new 
idea. Keeping up with S. J. was exciting and 
kept the family alert. 

The Logans had fond memories of the Gulf 
Coast, the people, the beauty, and the 
weather and decided to retire to the Coast 
in 1955. They purchased the property in 
Jackson County known as Twelve Oaks 
where Mrs. Logan still resides. When they 
arrived back on the Coast, S. J. noticed a 
vacant building on the Gulf side in Biloxi at 
the foot of Lameuse Street. Retirement 
lasted a week when S. J. converted the 
building to Tony’s Spaghetti House and 
Pizzeria. Elizabeth took all in stride, know- 
ing S. J. was too energy-charged not to have 
a new project. Again, she assisted in the 
organization of the new family business 
which lasted until Hurricane Camille blew 
the building away in 1969. S. J. passed away 
of a heart attack in 1957 and is buried at 
Southern Memorial Park in Biloxi. 

Samuel James Logan was born in 1901 to 
a pioneer St. Joseph, MO, family, Dr. 
Charles Cotton Logan, a physician, and 
Edith Pearl Campbell Logan, an opera 
singer. He came into life on his terms, 
causing the Union Pacific Railroad to make 
a special stop at Dodge City, KS, to allow 
him to be born there. His mother Edith, was 
returning to St. Joseph from a trip to San 
Francisco. Young Samuel James grew up in 
San Francisco and St. Joseph, where his 
family was prominent in local affairs. His 
grandfather, Dr. John Sublett Logan, born 
in Louisville, KY, was a Civil War surgeon 
who was credited with new uses for bromide. 
In 1862, Dr. John Sublett Logan, met and 
married at the “Old Cotton Place’’ Emma 
Puryear Cotton and later he moved the 
family to St. Joseph. Dr. Logan had many 
investments in other states and built the 
then auspicious Lawlor Hotel in Houston 
and the Logan Building in St. Joseph. The 
Presidio Investment and Industrial 
Company, formed at that time, today 
returns oil revenues to the several families 
involved in the original incorporation. 

A chapter is devoted to the Logan 
ancestry in “‘Americans of Gentle Birth and 
Their Ancestors,” Volume II , printed by 
Woodward and Tiernan Printing Company, 
St. Louis, 1907. Sheridan A. Logan, a cousin, 
now residing in St. Joseph and a former New 
York banker, has published ‘‘Old Saint Jo, 
Gateway to the West 1799-1932,” which 
depicts founding families of that area. 

S. J. Logan attended the University of 
Missouri where he became a member of 
Alpha Tau Omega Fraternity. He graduated 


from the University of California at Berkeley 
as a Civil Engineer but pursued a business 
career. In the 1920s as young marrieds, S.J. 
and Elizabeth moved to New York City with 
daughters, Phyllis and Jacqueline, where he 
was East Coast representative for Curtis 
Publishing Co. 

Elizabeth Veronica Hickey Logan was 
born in St. Louis, Missouri, and attended 
Loretta Academy and Catholic schools in 
Kansas City, where the family later moved. 
Her father, William Daniel Hickey, was a 
graduate of the University of Dublin in 
Ireland and had studied for the priesthood. 
After migrating to the United States, 
William Hickey married Emma Addison of 
Illinois and their union was blessed with six 
children. Elizabeth was the second youngest. 
In 1899, Elizabeth’s mother, Emma, took 
her three oldest children on an ocean liner 
to Ireland to spend one year with her 
husband’s family. Later in life, some of 
Elizabeth ’s sisters and her only brother, Bill 
Hickey, left the midwest to settle in Califor- 
nia. Her brother, Bill, owner of the Golf Shop 
adjacent to the Rose Bowl in Pasadena, 
became secretary of PGA in southern 
California. Today, Elizabeth enjoys her 
memberships in the Ocean Springs Garden 
Club, the Societe des Arbres Tree Society 
and the 1699 Historical Committee of which 
she is a charter member. 

Samuel James Logan was a charter of the 
Mississippi Coast Power Squadron. 


by Mrs, E.C. Hussey 


LONG, HORATIO S. 


FAMILY 
F325 


On April 24, 1914, Horatio S. Long of 
Coale City, IN, traded J. A. Witz of Jackson 
County, MS, 80 acres and a house for 200 
acres of land in Jackson County. 

Horatio had lost his first wife, Nettie, to 
tuberculosis three years previous. The 43 
year old Horatio, his new wife, Anna, and his 
nine year old daughter, Lenna Gladys, set 
out on the 1000 mile journey to Big Point, 
MS. The land was actually located on Big 
Island, adjacent to the community of Big 
Point. 

He built a house and established a farm 
on the island, allowing his stock to roam 
freely in the then “open stock”’ county. Later 
he bought the general store of Big Point 
from Mr. Parkhurst and changed the name 
to ‘““H S. Long Store’. Both businesses 
thrived. His 22-year-old son, Clifton, who 
had completed business college in Indiana, 
wrote that he was coming for a visit. He 
arrived, met, courted and on June 12, 1915, 
married 18 year old Mary E. Stowell, 
affectionately called Mae. Though both were 
from Indiana towns that were only a few 
miles apart, they had never met. 

The young Longs set up housekeeping in 
his father’s huge “‘yankee’”’ two-story house 
on the island. Because Horatio was living at 
the store in Big Point, he allowed Clifton and 
Mae to run the farm on shares. In 1916 their 
first child, a daughter, Vera Edith was born. 
Two years later, while rounding up cattle, a 
snake ‘‘spooked”’ Clifton’s horse. The horse 
reared, throwing him causing serious 
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probably a local preacher, who was active in 
the Sunday School work even before 1879, 
and who became the first superintendent of 
the Sunday School when it was organized in 
1881. The initial membership excluding 
small children and infants probably 
numbered about fifteen. Elizabeth Alley, the 
last survivor of this group had been a 
member of this church for sixty-two years 
when she passed away in 1941. Hattie Urie, 
married to Albert Delcomyn in 1896, was the 
mother of Mrs. Hattie Belle Epting and the 
grandmother of Jimmy Epting. This is the 
only family in this church today whose ties 
remain in an unbroken line to this group. 

Thomas Sterling West, one of the founders 
of the New Prospect Camp Meeting in 1880, 
according to historian Buford Cain, ‘‘was 
credited with establishing Methodism in the 
seacoast area more firmly than ever before.” 
The first full-time minister for this church 
appeared in the person of the Rev. J.B. 
Jones, who is listed in the conference records 
as coming to Pascagoula. Since Pascagoula 
was without a permanent parsonage, the 
Rev. Jones lived on South Pascagoula Street 
in a residence owned by Mr. J.W. Dean, an 
officer of the Scranton State Bank, and the 
newly appointed Sunday School super- 
intendent. 

During the 1929-1931 term of the Rev. 
E.L. Ledbetter, renovations were made to 
the sanctuary and a second story room on 
the south side of the church was added to 
be used as Sunday School rooms. 

A new educational annex and office com- 
plex was added in the fifties, during the 
leadership of the Rev. F.E. Dement, Jr., and 
the church continued to grow. 

Renovations and revisions were made 
again after considerable damages were done 
to the church by hurricane Camille in 1969. 

The Rev. Kates returned to the pulpit 
again in 1976, and a new spiritual growth 
was noted. Many things were accomplished 
including the payment of all indebtedness 
against the church and parsonage. Again, a 
hurricane did considerable damage to the 
church in 1979, including the loss of its 
steeple. 


ROSTER OF MINISTERS 
1874-75 i njamin Jones 


1876 Campbell 
1877 cs B.K. Smith 
1878 J.B.K. Smith 
G.F. Thompson 
(aug, .-Dec.) 
1879 Thompson 
1880 J.M. Weems 
1881 J.P. Dancer 
1882 R.B. Downer 
1883 Thomas Price 
1884 J.J. Lovett 
Ransom Jones 
Ther .-Dec.) 
1885 nomes Price 
1886 Tinnin 
1887 TD. Hays 
1888 G.F, ES a 
1889 Benjamin Jones 
1890 John W. H Thompson 
1891 Harmon 
1892 
b; pee 
Ga t.-Dec.) 
1893 .M. Bue 
1894 E.T. Breland 
1895 R.B. Downer 
1896 G.W. Huff 
1897 H.D. Howell 


1898 T.W. Brown 
1899 W.H. Lewis 
900 H.W. Van Hook 
1901-02 J.G. Galloway 
1903-04 J.B. Jones 
1905 M.M. Black 
1906-09 T. B. Cottrell 
1910-13 L.A. Darsey 
1914-15 W.W. Moore 
1916-19 W.G. Forsythe 
1920-21 J.H. Moore 
1922 B.E. Meigs 
1923-24 L.F. Alfor 
1925 J.H. Foreman 
J.W. Sells 
Wun -Dec) 
1926-29 W. Sells 
1930-31 E.L. Ledbeter 
1932-33 G.P. McKeown 
1934 W.J. Dawson 
1935-36 E.S. Lewis 
1937-40 John W. Moore 
1941-44 F. W. Ulmer 
1945-48 JF Copel 
1949-50 H Hilbun 
1951-54 Ben L. Sutherland 
1955-59 ‘ran Dement 
1960-62 Aubrey C. Walley 
1963-67 Robert L. a 
1968-71 John H. 
1972-75 John L. Ash, III 
1976-Pres. Robert L. Kates 


ST. MARK UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 


The earliest available records of St. Mark 
United Methodist Church, go back to June, 
1885. It was during this time, the communi- 
ty was known as Scranton, Mississippi. The 
pastor at the time was the Rev. O. Gillespie. 
The church designation was simply M.E. 
Church. The Rev. Jas Hover was the pastor 
during the year 1888. The Rev. J. James ap- 
pears as pastor in 1892. In 1901, H.L. 
Kennedy chaired the board meetings with 
members like William Preston, Isom Grant, 
F.S. Norvel, J. James, Ben Stanley, Pinky 
Tillman, and the Mabry brothers. 

In September 1890, $24.30 was taken up 
for the the church bell. The pastor at the 
time was the Rev. D. Franklin. 

On January 14, 1893, Elder Starks andl 
Pastor George Smith dedicated the church. 
The church was named St. James. 

Lumber for benches for the church was 
gotten in Sept. of 1892. 

The Rev. S. Jossel was the pastor during 
December, 1907. 

Rev. I.L. Pratt chaired the board meetings 
July of 1890. 

The first appearance of the Ladies Aid 
Society was in 1907 with Mary Stanley as 
its president. 

The Rev. A.D. Payne was the pastor in 
February, 1892 with William Preston as 
Secretary. 

Brother Alec Johson made the benches for 
the church in September 1892. The cost was 
one dollar each. Moses Reuben got the 
benches that belong to the church on time. 
Six of them for the Fireman Hall. 

The church was raised up on blocks in Oct. 
1893. Mr. Earnest McDowell was paid to 
haul the lumber. 

The major concern for the church during 
1893, was the cost of oil for the lamps, which 
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at the time was 15¢ a gallon, and the lamps 
themselves for about $3.00. 

In June, 1897, money was taken out of the 
treasury to pay on a church organ, $50,00. 
At the time, J. James and Isom Grant got 
coal for the church by the barrel at 65¢ each. 
Shingles for the roof cost 65+ and the 
stewards did the work. 

The name St. Mark(s) was given to the 
church before Scranton was changed to 
Pascagoula. The name Pascagoula appears 
around [914.-Phe Rev. J.A. Patterson was 
in charge around 1919 with Frank Norvel as 
the secretary. There was talk of remodeling 
the church around 1908. 

The Rev. A.M. Quinn was the pastor in 
October of 1904. A.M.E. Zion requested and 
was allowed to use the church during this 
time. 

Enlarging of the church was discussed in 
April of 1909. The Rev. A. Lee was in charge 
at this time. Remodeling was considered and 
let the church stand where it is. The dimen- 
sions discussed were 35 ft. in width and 50 
ft. in length. Bay windows and a steeple were 
considered. 

The Rev. A.H. Lathan appears as pastor 
in July, 1911. 

In 1920, there appears the existence of a 
change with the entry stating that B. Starr 
had the deed to the church in Escatawpa and 
F. Norvel had the deeds to the church pro- 
perty at Pascagoula. The Rev. A.C. Lacy 
was the pastor at the time. 

The Rev. Lacy held the fourth quarterly 
conference in January of 1921, and the 
members present were Willie Brazley, I 
Stanley, Charles Budreaux, E. Tillman, E. 
Hill, Florence Brown, Agnest Bolden, 
Frozene Reese, Emma Brazley, H. Crump, 
Hermis Brazley, F. Norvel, L. Brazley, 
Georgia Norvel, John Orvel. 

St. Mark United Methodist Church was 
organized in 1871 and was rebuilt in 1971 
with the Rev. Lee Johnson as pastor. A lot 
of history is missing from this document. An 
on going effort will be continued to fill in the 


gaps. 


REORGANIZED 
CHURCH OF JESUS 
CHRIST OF LATTER 


DAY SAINTS 
C28 


The Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints was first established 
in Bayou Casotte (Jackson County) in 1889 
under the leadership of Elder F.P. Scarcliff. 
A mission was organized and the ministers 
helping in this mission included: Elder G.W. 
Sherman, Albert Miller, Albert Warr, Albert 
Vancleave and D.W. Sherman. Among the 
early members: The Laforces, Mr. S.L. 
Harris, Mr. and Mrs. E.E. Spicer, Pounds, 
Picketts, and Alexander Samp. Later 
ministers and members moving away the 
Mission declined to function. 

In September of 1947 a group of members 
living in Pascagoula and Moss Point area 
met in the home of Elder J.L. Barlow and 
wife, Sudie, 424 Short Columbus Drive, 
Pascagoula to discuss organizing a Mission. 
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On November 2, 1947 a Mission of the Gulf 
States District was organized in Pascagoula 
in Lincoln Hall, a government building. 
Those assisting on this day included: 
District president, W.J. Breshears and Elder 
J.L. Barlow was elected Pastor and Church 
School Director. The first baptized member 


was-hdnanGladis,Cousinenaliualay and first 
Women’s Leader, Mrs. Bertha Hawley. 


September 5, 1948, the Pascagoula Branch 
of the Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints was organized in the 
11th Street government building on 11th 
Street. Assisting in this organization includ- 
ed: District President, W.J. Breshears, High 
Priest, Franklin Steiner, A.N. Barnes, 
Bishop Brewton Greene. Daniel McQueen, 
Mary Jo and Margaret Ann Davis provid- 
ed special music. Elder A. Orlin Crownover 
of Mobile preached in the afternoon. Officers 
elected to serve for one year: Elder J.L. 
Barlow elected Pastor with Elder Rudolph 
Williams and Bro. Oscar Goff as counselors, 
Church School Director Rudolph Williams, 
Young People’s Leader Bobby Barlow, 
Women’s Leader Bertha Hawley, Secretary 
Nina L. Mason, Treasurer Mack Hawley, 
Auditor Rudolph Williams, Music Director 
Sudie Barlow; Building Committee: J.L. 
Barlow chairman, Mack Hawley, Bacolen 
Williams, Oscar Goff and Gladys 

A government building known as Leeks 
Hall at 2511 Ingalls Ave. (then called 
Lincoln Ave.) was purchased from the 
government in December 1948. Nineteen 
members constituted the first membership, 
the second year, membership was sixty-three 
members. The women prepared and sold 
gumbo suppers to help on paying for the 
building. 

In December of 1948, an article appeared 
in the Church’s publication, Saints’ Herald 
about the Pascagoula Branch written by 
Nina Mason. August 1952 three rooms of 
the Church were rented to the public school 
for classes. 

November 7, 8, 1953 District conference 
was held in the Pascagoula Branch and on 
Sunday, The Church Building was dedicated 
with a special service (the church was debt 
free). W. Wallace Smith, President of the 
Church, (grandson of Joseph Smith the 
founder) delivered the dedication sermon. 
Church Bishop G.L. DeLapp, Apostle Percy 
Farrow of Independence, Missouri and Elder 
J.A. Pray of Mobile, people from Jackson 
County included: Honorable William Colmer 
(House of Representatives), Honorable 
Hermes Gautier (Representative to 
Mississippi Legislature), Honorable Edward 
Wiggins (Mayor of Pascagoula), and Mr. 
Edward Khayat (President of Jackson 
County Board of Supervisors). 

In 1962, a food booth was built at the 
County Fairgrounds and operated until 
1985. The booth was operated by 

Glad ys Furby in the first years, later, Mrs. 

pes Mrs. Barbara Barlow and 
Mire Shirrie Morris. 

1962 Young people from the Branch in col- 
lege: Frankie Waters in Graceland (The 
Church College) Glenn Barlow in University 
of Mississippi studying law, Woodie Mason 
in the University of Mississippi studying 
medicine. Dianne Broadus and Caroline 
Ladnier both studying Nursing. Marie 
Smith was Editor of the school paper at 
Millsaps college. 
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Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 


Saints, 2511 Ingalls Ave, Pascagoula 
Courtesy of: Nina Mason 


In winter 1963, the services of the church 
were held in the home and nursery part of 
Mr. and Mrs. Hoke Smith, while the Church 
building was being remodeled. 

August 17 and 18, 1969, Camille, a vicious 
hurricane, swept down on the Gulf Coast, 
but no damage was done to the church 
building. Many took refuge in the building 
during the hurricane. In 1985 the hurricane 
Elena did some roof and tree damage, but 
not extensive. 

In 1970, the remodeled building was brick- 
ed, carpet was installed in the Chapel and 
halls and an electronic organ was purchas- 
ed. The building now in no way resembles 
the first old building purchased. 

The pastors serving the congregation 
since 1948 include: Elder J.L. Barlow 
1948-1959, Elder Gilbert L. Steiner, Elder 
Rudolph Williams, Elder Bernard E. Velte, 
Elder Earl Smith, High Priest Glenn Barlow 
and Elder C.L. Careno, Sr. Pastor for 1986 
was Elder C.L. Careno, Sr. 

Elected officers for 1986: Branch Pastor 
Elder C.L. Careno, Sr.; Secretary Mrs. Sylvia 
Richards; Treasurer Mrs. Charlotte Adcock; 
Auditors: Freddie Goss and Nina L. Mason; 
Youth Director Freddie Goss; Music Direc- 
tor Debbie Vise; Church School Director C.L. 
Careno, Jr.; Young-At-Heart Bridgett 
Brown; Tithing Solicitor Sylvia Richards; 
Book Stewart Marguerite Frederic; 
Historian Nina L. Mason; Publicity Mrs. 
Barbara Barlow; Recorder Mrs. Karon Goss; 
Building Committee: Roy Morris, Sr., C.L. 
Careno, Jr., Albert Goss, Elder R.C. 
Williams, and Judge Glenn Barlow. Other 
Priesthood members: E.R. Fulmer, Willie 
Bosarge, Joey Barlow, with Bro. Oscar Goff, 
oldest member of Priesthood deceased in 
October 1985, ana Clyde McCormick. 
District officers include: Freddie Goss, 
Young Peoples Leader and Mrs. Nettie 
Broadus, Senior Members Leader. 


by Nina L. Mason 


PASCAGOULA SCHOOLS 


The first school in what is now Pascagoula 
was built by Valentine Delmas in 1820, one 
year prior to the first high school in America. 
Frederic de St. Ferol was hired as the first 
teacher at a salary of $600 per year. Ferol, 
well educated in France, was also a civil 
engineer, who, with the aid of Valentine 
Delmas, laid out the greater part of Old 
Scranton. All children were invited to attend 
this school and were made welcome without 


pay. 
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. When some years later Frederic went to 
New Orleans, his wife, the eldest daughter 
of Valentine Delmas, filled his position in the 
school. After her husband’s death in 1840, 
left with five children, she taught a private 
school in her home. In time her eldest 
daughter, Josephine, ulso conducted a 
private school until her marriage to Mr. 
Donovan. When Scranton Academy was 
built, she was one of the first teachers. 

Early in 1850, a committee of the Grant, 
Krebs, and Delmas families, and all others 
of the Pascagoula district who were finan- 
cially able, organized a school located on a 
tract of land in Grant’s lane. Captain John 
Grant paid for the erection of a teacher’s 
home, a school building, and a church, 
chiefly for the education of his eleven grand- 
children. Captain Grant was a Baptist but 
gave the church building for no certain 
denomination. 

The committee advertised for teachers, 
among the first of whom was a Mr. Kidwell 
from Virginia, who boarded with the H. 
Krebs family, He came in 1852 and remain- 
ed four years, his first pupils being from the 
Grant, Delmas and Krebs families. Other 
pupils who came from the Eastside, Bayou 
Casotte, and other districts were from the 
families of Southern, Ladnier, Johnson, and 
Deas. The second teacher, a Mr. Wheeler, re- 
mained four years, and was succeeded by a 
Mrs. Mars from Mobile, who was teaching 
when the war started in 1861. 

After the War between the States, Mary 
Louise Grant, who finished her education in 
Mobile, taught in this school, continuing for 
some years. Rachel B. Cirant, educated in 
New Orleans, followed Mary Louise Grant. 
The exact date or reason for discontinuance 
of this school is not known. but the buildings 
were torn down and the lumber used, new 
and first class, for homes. 

Mrs. Jennie Baptiste conducted a private 
school in the old Baptiste home on Baptiste 
Bayou and Pascagoula Bay front for several 
years. Among the pupils who attended about 
1871, were Del and Lou Greiner, and Mary 
and Lena Hall. Mrs. Baptiste discontinued 
her classes to become the first teacher at the 
Beach school, but as soon as the four month 
session was over, she reopened the private 
school in her home. 

During the years between 1870 and 1900, 
there were a number of small private and 
church schools. Professor McReynolds 
taught the Kell children and relatives in 
1878-1885. “Aunt Alice’ (Mrs. S. Edgar) 
Hull taught a private school on Telephone 
Road for four or five years, beginning in 
1892, and later taught in the public schools 
for thirty-six years. Lutheran ministers 
Broadus and Smith held school between 
1890 and 1900 behind where the Lutheran 
Church now stands. Professor Guy Dean, 
who later became public school superinten- 
dent, taught older boys (12-16 years) on the 
order of the “Old Academy" in 1902. Other 
teachers who gave private instruction were 
Dr. Tabours, Dr. Howze, Josephine 
Laurendine, Mr. Hull, labama Delmas 
(Mrs. T.T. Justice), Emma Davies, the 
Bakers, and Addie Clark. 

In the year 1898, the trustees and citizens 
of Pascagoula decided that they should have 
a public school building. A new frame 
building consisting of threv rooms and an en- 
trance hall was constructed on School and 
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climbing out the window, removing the wool 
coat, and loosening the high, starched collar. 

Most people walked to church. A few had 
wagons or horses, and automobiles or trucks 
in later years. Huge nails were driven into 
the two large blackjack oaks in the front 
yard to tie the horses. People would come 
from miles around for Protracted Meetings, 
which sometimes lasted two weeks or longer. 
There were morning and night services, and 
one all-day gathering on a Sunday with 
dinner-on-the-grounds and children allowed 
to play, barefoot. The baptisms were usual- 
ly held in Whiskey Creek or Black Creek at 
Broome. 

On January 16, 1945, Letty Flurry sign- 
ed the Application for Membership in the 
Singing River EPA. The present block 
building was under construction, and would 
have electric lights! Constructed on 
Saturdays by members, and taking several 
years to complete, it consisted at that time 
of a sanctuary, Sunday School rooms, a 
hallway, and an entrance. The work was 
completed in the summer of 1950. The fur- 
niture from the Little White Church was us- 
ed until second-hand pews were purchased. 
Johnny Parker built a pulpit and communion 
table. 

Over the years, as God blessed Antioch, 
additions were made, and the building was 
remodeled. A fellowship hall, kitchen, and 
restrooms were added. The sanctuary was 
remodeled, new lighting installed, carpet 
laid, and new furniture purchased. Paneling 
covered the bare block walls, and the ceiling 
was raised. God’s house at Antioch had a 
new look. 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion 
Services, followed by a chili and salad 
fellowship supper, began each year at the 
candlelit church at midnight on Christmas 
Eve, these were sacred and joyful events 
which usually lasted until after 2:00 in the 
morning. 

In 1962, two members of the Antioch 
Women’s Society discussed the possibility 
of a joint Easter Sunrise Service. That year, 
Antioch UMC, Benndale Church of God, and 
First Baptist Church of Benndale gathered 
outside in the cold morning air to watch the 
sun come up and to worship our risen Lord. 
Later moved indoors, this has been a tradi- 
tional gathering enjoyed by the community 
ever since. 

Through the years, Antioch has been 
known as a quiet country church whose 
members believe that after a person is sav- 
ed by the Grace of God through faith in 
Jesus Christ, he or she should live in accor- 
dance with the principles taught in the Bible. 
It is a friendly church, welcoming visitors 
and new members to worship and fellowship 
in a church whose Christian tradition goes 
back over a century and a half. 


by Karen Boren Havard 
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Wade Baptist Church c. 1910 
Old Wade Baptist Church was used as a school for children in Wade Community about 1910. 
Left to Right, Front Kneeling: Mable Goff Stringfellow, Bertis Watson, Mary Johnson Goff, unknown, 
Lillian Parker Waltman, Johnny Faggard, Preston Johnson, Curtis Waltman, unknown, Joe Buddy 
Faggard, James ‘Jimmy’’ Davis, unknown. 
Second Row (boys): Arthur Cauley, Allamander Coleman, Leslie Davis, Ira Cauley, Johnny Parker, 
Leonard Waltman, Lille Mae Cauley Langley, Myrtle Waltman Hearndon, Levada Goff Kirkwood, 
Addie Parker, Nellie Goff Cumbest, Lola Goff Hamilton. 
Third Row (girls): Mazzie Parker, Maggie Goff Miller, Callie Goff, Eula Watson Carter, unknown, An- 
na Vaughn Goff, Susie Davis Carter, Sissel sncraPuithy, Essie Coleman, Houston Johnson, Ella 
Goff Hamilton. 
Fourth Row (men): Mr. J.G. Mabry, (teacher), Miss Sarah Worley, Jessie Watson McClamrock, Winnie 
Davis Vaughn, Henrietta Watson, Cornelia Parker, Gordon Johnson, Capp Johnson, unknown, Arthur 


Cauley. 
Back Row: Rhett Johnson, Hardy Parker, Cleveland Faggard, Ira Watson, Howard Davis, Quincey 


Goff, Jess Parker. 
Courtesy of: Teresa Brown 


OLD WADE SCHOOL 


Old Wade School - First Grade Class 
Left to Right, Front Row: First two unknown, Mary Lou Cumbest, Wanda Johnson, Wayne Williams, 
Donald McNeely, Vadin Jackson, Roger Davis, Wayne Parker, Buck Herndon, Sara Cumbest. 
Second Row: Patsy Cumbest, Mary Ellen Capers, Joan Cumbest, unknown, Walter Lee Waltman, Ina 
Hearndon, Eula Adkinson, Jerald Goff, Bobby V. Waltman, Myrtle Goff, James “Timer” Hester, Teacher: 
Susie Carter. 


Courtesy of: Teresa Brown 
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COUNTY SHOCKED 
BY TRAGIC DEATH 
“OF WILLIAM FURBY 


Wade’ Man Dies Twenty-four Hours 
After Gasoline-soaked Clothes 
2 eae Him Into Torch 


| Van  Hearndon, Jesse Lovelace 
! and Hugo Heidhardt were placed in 
the county. jail in Pascagoula fol- 
jlowing a fatal burning of . Wm. 


Furby at Wade Saturday night, and. __ 


held for questioning by. County At- 
torney Wm. D. Bullock, who is be- 
ing assisted by Harold W. Gautier 


- and other county officers in the 


investigation. : 

Furby died a tragic death, after 
having over two-thirds of his body 
purned, according to an attending- 
physician. The fatal burning oc- 


nMisgld 


curred at Wade near Jimmie Davis’ 


store about 11, o'clock, Saturday 
night, according to officers. Furby 
died at 11 o’clock Sunday night, just 
24 hours after he was burned. : 
Furby became a living torch when 
his gasoline-soaked clothing became 
ignited and all efforts of those who 
attempted to extinguish the blaze 


Decetsed was born in Wade 37 
_ years ago and had lived in that 
community all his life. He was un- 
married, and is survived. by his 
mother, a sister, Mrs. Hardy Par- 
‘ker; two uncles. R. C. and L. C. 
Faggard, and other relatives. He 


was a woodsman, but has been re- , 


Nantles awelew- aR pee ae a 
was & woodsman, but has been re- 
cently employed by the Mississippi 
Power Company. . bate = 
Marion Capers and Richard Goff , 
brought the victim to the hospital, 
and Capers was said to be one of 
those who tore his own clothing off 
ind tried to extinguish the fire’ 


which shot high above Furby’s head ; | 


is he stood up burning. a 
Deputies August @ambley and’ 
falcolm Dunnaway made the ar- 
ests and brought in Lovelace, 
fearndon and Heidhardt. Others 
‘ere brought to Pascagoula for the 
vestigation and officers made an 
westigation’ Wednesday afternoon 
. Wade in trying to get all infor- 
ation possible concerning the af- 
ir. 
Furby was conscious up to the 
ne of his death, according to an 
vending physician. The front part 
his body was badly burned as 
s his arms and neck. - 
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Two Wade Youths | /4 


Formally Charged | 
act _In Fatal Burning_ 


: “Van Hearndon and Jesse Lovelace: : 
of Wade, were charged by formal af- 
fidavit filed Thursday with the murder .. : 
of Will _ Furby, 36-year old Wade |. 
woodsmen and power line employee, - 
Furby dying Sunday night at 11:30.~ 
from burns received late Saturday © 
night. Van ‘Hearndon’ will be 16 in’ 
| August and Lovelace is in his twenties, 
The two youths charged, with_murs, 
| @er-were picked up,’along with. Hugo: 


we 


aan JaNON TNs 


‘officers; by Deputies August Cambley.. 
‘and Malcolm: Dunnaway :and held .in 
jail while qa’ vigorous: investigation: 
was launched by County Attorney 
Wm D, Bullard and Hascld W. Gau- — 

; tier, who was called in as special in- 
| vestigator. Many. witnesses were ex- . 


sult of the. questioning, statements 

were made in the presence of wit-. « 
nesses by Van.Heandon and Harold 

Goff, 17-year old Wade youth, and, 
signed by them. ‘ 
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@ William E. “Pete” Furby, 84, of . 
Helena died Friday, Oct. 31, 1997, in. 
New Orleans. : 
Mr. Furby was born Oct. 10; 1913, 
in Grand Bay, Ala. He was a member 
of First United Methodist Church in’ 

» Pascagoula and Ironworker: Local | 
978. : ‘ ia 
He was preceded in death:by-his 
parents, William E. and Rose Etta - 
Furby Sr. leg anathe tiger 

Survivors include his wife, Minnie: :: 

' .R, Furby of Helena;,two.sons, Jessie... 

‘Farmer. ot Helen pate i el Earl oe 

: /Furby ,of Greencastle, Tha, 

4:Bennie” Long: three gr 1 

and two great-grandchildren. ~~"; “ 

Visitation will be from 6 to 9 p.mé# 

tonight at Holder-Wells Funera = 

Home in Moss Point. A service will. be 

be held at 1 pm. Monday in thews 

funeral home chapel with burial:int”y 

Four Mile Creek Cemeteryin™? 
Escatawpa. , 
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FURBY 
Gladys Courtney Furby, 82, 


.Hueytown, Ala., died Tuesday, 
May 26, 1992, in Fairfield, Ala. 
She was born August, 16, 1909. |; 
She was a retired dietitian with | 
Jackson County Prison and a 
member of the RLDS Church of 
Five Points West, Birmingham, 
Ala. 

Survivors include one sister, 

Mrs. Glennie Ceraso, Hueytown, 

Ala. 

Visitation will be Friday, May | 

29, from 6-8 p.m. at Holder-Wells 

Funeral Home. 

Funeral service will be 
Saturday, May 30, at 10 a.m. 
from RLDS Church, Pascagoula 
Branch with Elders of the 
church officiating. 

Interment will be in RLDS 
Cemetery in Escatawpa. 

In lieu of flowers, the family 
prefers, donations be made to 
the RLDS Church. 

Arrangments by Holder-Wells 


Funeral Home, Moss Point. 
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